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!her work among those who know her. Midwives for the Irural districts must be trained in some less expensive method 
than obtained in the great metropolitan hospitals and yet 
they must be taught up to the standard of the Midwives
Board. In his opinion the combination of elementary
smrsing, sanitation, cooking, with the preparation required
,from midwives, was the training at which the Rural
Midwives’ Association and all similar bodies should aim.
Dr. F. R. Cassidi of Derby gave an account of how
they managed to set on foot a scheme for the training of
,midwives for the rural districts at the cost of about Z20 for
a year’s training. One of the ladies present spoke of the
success achieved in her district by supervising the work of
the midwives through a local committee. Her remarks were
met by another lady from Scotland who said that her expe-
rience was that the midwives were apt to supervise the local
- committee and in the particular case to which she referred
the difficulty was met by appointing a fully trained and
certificated nurse to superintend the work of the midwives,
- a. plan which answered admirably. Dr. Constantine Holman
in a few words persuaded the meeting to take his view that
it was most certainly advisable to recommend that local
-committees should be intrusted with the supervision of the
work in question.

ASYLUM REPORTS.

Hereford City and County Agylum, Burghill (Report 
for the year ending March, 31st, 1903).-The average
number of patients resident during the year was 453,
eomprising 204 males and 249 females. The admis-
sions during the year amounted to 161-viz., 67 males
and 94 females. Of these, 109 were first admissions.
Mr. C. S Morrison, the medical superintendent, states
in his report that among the causes of insanity in the
.admissions were senile decay, neuropathic heredity, and
alcoholic intemperance in descending order of frequency.
" The remarks that have been made in previous years," adds
Mr. Morrison, " as to the unfavourable type of admissions in
regard to prospect of recovery may be repeated." The

tendency among parochial officials and-authorities to send
to the asylum persons of unsound mind, especially those
suffering from bodily disease and infirmity rather than
serious mental disorder, shows no diminution. Of the

.patients admitted during the four years 1900-03 "109
Were from 60 to over 80 years of age, the great majority
requiring infirmary care and treatment." The number
of patients discharged as recovered during the year
amounted to 29, comprising 15 males and 14 females, or
6. 4 per cent. of the average number resident. The deaths
during the year amounted to 38, or 8’3 per cent. as calcu-
lated on the same basis. Of the deaths, two were due to
"epilepsy, two to pulmonary tuberculosis, three each to
-cancer and general paralysis, five each to bronchitis, cardiac
- disease, and senile decay, and the rest to other causes. An

epidemic of scarlet fever occurred in the institution and
affected 12 patients (six males and six females), 16 nurses,
and two attendants. " That we had no death from scarlet
fever was fortunate, especially as the majority who suffered
-were the younger members of the staff." Electric lighting
was decided upon as best for the purposes of the institution
.and an electric installation has since been put up throughout
the building. The Commissioners in Lunacy state in their
report that all parts of the asylum were found to be in good
order, that the wards were bright and cheerful, that the
.-dormitories and bedding were clean, well ventilated, and
well-cared for, that the patients seemed comfortable and
contented. and that the medical case-books were well kept.
The committee of management states in its report that the
farm and dairy are in a satisfactory condition and draws
attention to "the gradual extermination of tuberculosis in
the herd of dairy cows which has never been healthier than
at present." In consequence of the increased number of
patients under care the committee has found it necessary to
appoint a third medical officer to the institution.

lYilts County Asylum (Report for the year ending March
31st, 1903).-The average number of patients resident during
the year was 938, comprising 425 males and 513 females
The admissions during the year amounted to 162-viz., 73
males and 89 females. Of these 137 were first admissions.
Mr. J. Ireland Bowes, the medical superintendent, states in
this report that the number of hopeless and incurable cases

among the admissions continued to increase yearly, par-
ticularly as unions no longer afforded the relief that they
did years ago. Hereditary predisposition and alcoholic
intemperance were among the most important causes of

insanity in the admissions. 15 were epileptics and a

large proportion were said to have made attempts
at suicide. The number of patients discharged as

recovered during the year amounted to 45-viz., 15
males and 30 females, or 4’8 per cent. of the average
number resident. The deaths during the year amounted to
70, or 7’4 per cent. as calculated on the same basis. Of the
deaths three were due to cerebral softening associated with
hemiplegia, three were due to bronchitis, four to epilepsy,
eight to senile decay, ten to general paralysis of the insane,
13 to cardiac disease, 17 to pulmonary and other forms of
tuberculosis, and the rest to other causes. The cause of
death was verified by post-mortem examination in 54 cases.
A male patient suffering from delusions of persecution
secretly secured possession of an old razor thoughtlessly left
in an unlocked drawer in the room of a junior attendant
and with this instrument he made a murderous attack
on a fellow patient whose throat he attempted to cut
when his victim was asleep. The injury was serious but
did not prove fatal. The health of tha institution has been
good throughout the year apart from the occurrence of
isolated cases of dysentery and erysipelas. The Com-
missioners in Lunacy state in their report that the wards
were bright, cheerful, and clean, that the dormitories were
well ventilated, that the patients seemed physically in good
health and fair condition, and that the medical case-books
and records were particularly well kept. The committee of

management states in its report that a new detached block
for female patients is in process of erection and that a new
waiting room and the isolation hospital have been com-
pleted during the year. Owing to the continued high price
of most necessaries used at the asylum and to the increase
in the rates the committee was obliged to raise the weekly
rate of maintenance per patient to 10s. 6d., as against 9s. lld.
during the previous year.

MEDICINE AND THE LAW.

The Cold Weather and the Factory Acts.
A COMPANY called the Ebnrite Paper Company, 35, Red

Lion-street, was fined &pound;10 and 18s. costs at Bow-street
police-court on Jan. 23nd for failing to take measures for
securing a reasonable temperature in its workrooms. On
Dec. 31st, 1903, when, it will be remembered,.there was a spell
of extremely cold weather, Miss Vines, a factory inspector,
found women and girls at work in rooms upon the company’s
premises, two of which were at 4Zo F. and one at 45&deg;.
The magistrate, Mr. Fenwick, characterised the offence as a
bad one of its kind, which it certainly was, and imposed
further penalties of 40s. upon the same defendants upon each
of three summonses for employing girls under 16 years of
age without medical certificates of their fitness for employ-
ment in the factory.

Street Loeontotives.
Attention was recently called in THE LANCET to the

increased number of locomotives to be seen and, at night,
heard drawing trucks through the London streets, to the

heavy weights allowed to be treated thus, and to the
annoyance and disturbance caused by the resulting noise and
vibration. Driven by sober men these engines are terrifying
to horses and consequently dangerous both to persons driving
and to foot passengers. A man in charge of such an engine
drawing a truck behind it was recently stopped by a
policeman after he had driven on the wrong side of a street
refuge and had proceeded on his way at a rate described as
about seven or eight miles an hour. He was sentenced at
Clerkenwell police-court on Jan. 21st to a month’s imprison-
ment and may consider himself lucky that he is not lying
under remand on a charge of manslaughter.

Corporal Punishment and Crimes against Women.
Grand juries frequently make presentments at country

assizes recommending legislation to enable rape and kindred
! offences to be punishable by flogging, and this penalty was

actually ordered to be inflicted by Mr. Justice Darling in a
recent case upon the Western--Giruuit--where the prisoner, by

; plea,ding guilty to an indictment charging him with robbery


